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SUBJ: ALLEGED CIA INVOLVEMENT IN AUSTRALIA 

PRIME MINISTER FRASER MADE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT CON- 
CERNING ALLEGATIONS OF CIA ACTIVITIES IN AUSTRALIA IN 
PARLIAMENT ON MAY 24, 1977: 

BEGIN TEXT 

"WE HAVE SEEN OVER THE LAST FOUR WEEKS EFFORTS TO EXPOSE SOME 
OF AUSTRALIA’S MOST CLOSELY HELD SECRETS AND TO PUBLICISE 
ALLEGATIONS BASED ON HEARSAY OR WORSE, TO THE EMBARRASSMENT 
OF AUSTRALIA’S RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES - OUR CLOSEST 
ALLY. 
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"ACCORDINGLY, I BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT THAT I MAKE A STATE- 
MENT ON THESE MATTERS AND ATTEMPT TO PUT THEM IN A PROPER 
PERSPECTIVE. ANY PUBLIC DISCUSSION WHICH DISREGARDS 
AUSTRALIA’S INTEREST IS OF SERIOUS CONCERN TO THE GOVERNMENT. 
THOSE WHO ARE OPPOSED TO OUR ALLIANCE WITH THE UNITED 
STATES HAVE NATURALLY SOUGHT TO EXPLOIT THIS ISSUE FOR 
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THEIR OWN PURPOSES. 

"THE SITUATION I HAVE DESCRIBED HAS BEEN PRECIPITATED BY 
THE ALLEGATIONS OF ONE CHRISTOPHER BOYCE, A TWENTY-THREE 
YEAR OLD COMMUNICATIONS CLERK, WHO WAS ON TRIAL IN CALIFORNIA 
AND HAS SINCE BEEN CONVICTED OF SELLING UNITED STATES 
SECRETS TO THE SOVIET UNION. HIS ALLEGATIONS ABOUT CIA 
ACTIVITIES IN AUSTRALIA WERE AN ATTEMPT TO RATIONALISE HIS 
CRIMES. 

"THE GOVERNMENT HAS EXAMINED RELEVANT PARTS OF THE TRANSCRIPT 
OF THE BOYCE TRIAL WHICH IN FACT ADD LITTLE OR NOTHING TO 
THE ALLEGATIONS WHICH HAVE ALREADY APPEARED IN THE MEDIA. I 
SHALL ARRANGE FOR A COPY OF THIS TRANSCRIPT TO BE PLACED IN 
THE PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY FOR THE INFORMATION OF HONOURABLE 
MEMBERS. 

"WE HAVE SINCE SEEN SOME FORMER MEMBERS OF THE CIA MAKING, 

FOR THEIR OWN MOTIVES, HEARSAY ALLEGATIONS, SOME OF WHICH 
WOULD APPEAR TO COME WITHIN THEGAMBIT OF WHAT IS KNOWN AS 
"DISINFORMATION" OR THE ATTEMPT TO GAIN POLITICAL ENDS 
THROUGH FALSE AND MISLEADING INFORMATION. 

"IT HAS BEEN THE GOVERNMENT'S LONGSTANDING POLICY TO AVOID 
COMMENT ON MATTERS INVOLVING INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY. 

THERE ARE GOOD REASONS FOR THIS POLICY IN THAT THE MERE 
ACT OF DENYING SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS CAN OFTEN PROVIDE 
IMPORTANT LEADS AND BE DAMAGING TO OUR AND OUR ALLIES' 

NATIONAL SECURITY. I DO NOT THEREFORE INTEND TO DEAL WITH 
SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE. 

"AS PART OF OUR DEFENCE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES, 
THERE HAVE GROWN UP EXTENSIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR EXCHANGING 
INFORMATION AND VIEWS WITH A WIDE RANGE OF U.S. GOVERNMENT 
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AGENCIES INCLUDING THOSE IN THE INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY 
FIELD. UNDER THESE ARRANGEMENTS OFFICERS FROM U.S. AGENCIES 
ARE DECLARED TO THE AUSTRALIAN AUTHORITIES AND WORK WITH 
VARIOUS AUSTRALIAN AGENCIES. OF COURSE, MINISTERS WITH 
RELEVANT RESPONSIBILITIES KNOW WHO THEY ARE. 

"AUSTRALIAN OFFICERS ARE ENGAGED IN SIMILAR DECLARED 
CAPACITIES IN WASHINGTON. THESE ARRANGEMENTS ARE LONG STANDING 
AND HAVE BEEN AND STILL ARE OF GREAT VALUE TO AUSTRALIA. 

THEY ARE AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE CLOSE AND INITMATE 
RELATIONSHIP WHICH WE HAVE WITH THE UNITED STATES. THROUGH 
THESE ARRANGEMENTS WE HAVE ACCESS TO AND EXCHANGE VALUABLE 
INFORMATION WITH THE UNITED STATES ON A WIDE RANGE OF INTER- 
NATIONAL STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENTS AS WELL AS SECURITY AND 
INTELLIGENCE MATTERS - SUCH AS ESPIONAGE AND INTERNATIONAL 
TERRORISM TO NAME TWO EXAMPLES - WHICH CONTRIBUTE IN THE 
BROADEST TERMS TO THE PROTECTION OF AUSTRALIA AND THE 
AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY. 

"THERE IS ALSO A LONG ESTABLISHED CONVENTION THAT CLOSE 
ALLIES DO NOT CONDUCT COVERT ACTIVITIES WITHIN EACH 
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OTHER'S TERRITORIES. SUCH ACTIVITIES ARE NOT NECESSARY 
BETWEEN FRIENDS. IN THIS CONNECTION I WISH TO REASSURE THE 
NATION THAT I HAVE CAREEULLY REVIEWED THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IN AUSTRALIA AND HAVE EOUND THEM 
TO BE EULLY CONSISTENT WITH THE INTERESTS AND POLICIES OF 
THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE. I AM SATISIEIED WITH 
THE ASSURANCES I HAVE RECEIVED EROM ELEMENTS OF MY OWN 
GOVERNMENT AND FROM PRESIDENT CARTER PERSONALLY THROUGH HIS 
AMBASSADOR, THAT NEITHER THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
NOR ITS REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVOLVED IN IMPROPER OR IN- 
APPROPRIATE ACTIVITIES HERE. OUR JOINT ACTIVITIES WITH THEM 
ARE IMPORTANT TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY OE BOTH COUTNRIES. 
FURTHERMORE, WE ARE MOST HAPPY WITH THE RESULTS WE ARE OB- 
TAINING FROM THESE ACTIVITIES. 

" I APPRECIATE THAT SOME HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN OPPOSITE ENJOY 
DECEIVING THEMSELVES WITH CONSPIRACY THEORIES, AND WOULD 
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LIKE TO BELIEVE THAT IT WAS THE CIA RATHER THAN THE AUSTRALIAN 
ELECTORATE WHICH PUT THEM OUT OF OFFICE. SUCH VIEWS 
ARE, HOWEVER, NOT MERELY POLITICALLY SELF-SERVING, BUT NAIVE. 
"THEY WILL ALSO BE AWARE THAT, IN RECENT TIMES, THE ACTIVITIES 
OF THE CIA, UNLIKE MOST OTHER FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE SERVICES, 
HAVE BEEN KEPT UNDER CLOSE SCRUTINY BY THE UNITED STATES 
CONGRESS; AND THAT ALLEGATIONS OF IMPROPER ACTIVITY WILL BE 
INVESTIGATED AS A MATTER OE ROUTINE BY THE CONGRESS. 

"THE LEADER OE THE OPPOSITION HAS CALLED FOR A ROYAL 
COMMISSION INTO THE ALLEGATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE. 

I BELIEVE THAT SUCH AN INQUIRY IS TOTALLY UNNECESSARY. 

I NOTE THAT THE LEADER, WHEN PRME MINISTER, SOUGHT AND WAS 
ADVISED OE THE NAMES OE REPRESENTATIVES OE UNITED STATES 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES THEN IN AUSTRALIA. HE WAS APPARENTLY 
THEN SATISIFIED WITH THE INFORMATION HE RECEIVED BECAUSE AETER 
DETAILED INQUIRY HE TOOK NO FURTHER ACTION IN RELATION TO IT. 
"THE ROYAL COMMISSIONER ON SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE, 

MR. JUSTICE HOPE, WHO WAS APPOINTED BY THE LEADER OE THE 
OPPOSITION IN AUGUST 1974, HAS RECENTLY COMPLETED A MOST EX- 
TENSIVE SERIES OE INVESTIGATION AND REPORTS ON ALL ASPECTS 
OF AUSTRALIAN INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY. HIS INVESTI- 
GATIONS INCLUDED THE ACTIVITIES OF FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICES IN AUSTRALIA. THERE IS NOTHING IN THE ROYAL COM- 
MISSIONER'S REPORTS WHICH GIVE ANY SUBSTANCE TO THE ALLEGA- 
TIONS RELATING TO CIA ACTIVITY WHICH HAVE OCCUPIED SO MUCH 
ATTENTION OVER THE LAST FOUR WEEKS. 

"MR JUSTICE HOPE HAS MADE RECOMMENDATIONS TO INCREASE THE 
EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR INTERNAL SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS. THESE 
CONCERN THE AUSTRALIAN SECURITY INTELLIGENCE ORGANISATION IN 
PARTICLAR AND ARE AIMED AT ENSURING THAT IT WILL BE BETTER 
EQUIPPED IN THE FUTURE TO MEET ITS RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 
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INVESTIGATING AND PROVIDING INTELLIGENCE ABOUT THREATS TO 
THE INTERNAL SECURITY OE THE NATION. MR. JUSTICE HOPE'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS HAVE ALREADY BEEN THE SUBJECT OE DETAILED 
STUDY AND I SHALL BE MAKING A STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE 
AETER MY RETURN FROM THE COMMONWEALTH HEADS OE GOVERNMENT 
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MEETING IN LONDON ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISIONS. 

" AS I HAVE ALREADY SAID IN THIS HOUSE, I LOOK TO THE 
AUSTRALIAN SECURITY INTELLIGENCE ORGANISATION TO PROVIDE 
TIMELY ADVICE ON ALL MATTERS WHICH MIGHT AEEECT THE SECURITY 
OE THIS COUNTRY, INCLUDING IMPROPER ACTIVITIES BY ANY 
EOREIGN INTELLIGENCE SERVICE IN AUSTRALIA. 

"IT IS MY RF.LIEF THAT THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF A.S.I.O., 

MR. JUSTICE WOODWARD, CARRIES OUT THIS RESPONSIBILITY 
CREDITABLY AND EAITHEULLY. SIMILARLY, THE LEADER OE THE 
OPPOSITION, WHOSE GOVERNMENT APPOINTED MR. JUSTICE WOODWARD, 
HAS RECENTLY RE-AEFIRMED IN THE HOUSE HIS CONEIDENCE IN 
THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL. 

"IMPROPER ACTIVITIES BY THE REPRESENTATIVES IN AUSTRALIA 
OE ANY EOREIGN GOVERNMENT HAVE IN THE PAST AND WOULD IN THE 
EUTURE BE REGARDED JUST AS SERIOUSLY BY MY GOVERNMENT AS 
THEY HAVE BEEN BY PREVIOUS AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENTS." 

ALSTON UNQUOTE VANCE 
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